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OEIGINAL DOCUMENTS ILLUSTEATIYE OF IRISH HISTOEY. No, 1. 

LETTER EROM THE LORD DEPUTY, SIR ARTHUR CHICHESTER, TO THE EARL 

OP NORTHAMPTON,. 
Eroni the Cottonian Collection. British Museum. 

My Honorable Lord, 
Your lop's comfortable and kinde letters do geve life and spirett to my poore endeavours in his 
mattes service, w°k grace were a sufficient motive for me to goe on, and cheerfully to perform my 
deutie in the place I hoolde, this notwth standing your lop. is pleased to grace me further, and in extra- 
ordenarie fashion by publycke applaus and commendations. Sr Oliver Lambeart hath aequanted me 
■wth some passages of your lop's discourse wth him concerninge me and how nobly you stande affected 
towardes me, and gratiously inclyned to do me good and to advance my fortunes ; this proceeds meerly 
from your lop's honorable disposition to geve each laborer more then his deue if he do Ms best, al- 
bayt others might perchance have done far better. I can never discharge the debt I owe unto you 
for so gratious acceptance of me into your good favoure, nor to that noble lord who did first recora- 
mende me unto you, but if the service of him whom you have made yours maye att anie tyme meet 
part of such aboundance it is truly devoted and shalbe readely imployed att all occasions. 

Your lop's extraordenarie care and paynes taken in all matters eoncerninge the krnges honore, and 
profitt, and the generall good of the commonwealth hath fixed all good men's eyes upon you who 
geve therto all deue respect and commendations, for wthout such providence and watchfullness, the 
honore and expense of a state can not be supported, especyally in that kingdome when it is suckt by 
two such hungrie weaklynges as Scotelande and Irelande, wherof the later had never yet strenth to 
support hyr selfe, w°k I impute rather to tie neglect that hath byne in former tymes in usinge the 
meanes and takinge the occasion w°h hath often presented hit selfe for reformation in this kynde, then 
in the basenes and barrennes of the soyle and eountrie, and therfore yt is to be hoped in this adge to 
see amendment, and if such a course be intended wee must followe the example of good husbandmen 
who undertakinge the manurance of a land w°h hath long layne wast, and become a wyldernes over- 
growne with, thornes and briers, doth first inhable hymselfe to cutdowne and weedeout those hmderers 

a Henry Howard, Earl of Northampton, was a younger I., Howard's genius for intrigue, and the misfortunes of 
son of the talented and unfortunate Earl of Surrey. his family, partly incurred hy their adherence to Mary 

Queen of Scots, recommended him to the favour of the 

"Who has not heard of Surrey's fame? British Solomon, and he soon rose to rank, power, and 

His was the hero's soul of fire, fortune. His character, however, was never good, and 

And his the bard's immortal name." he was deeply implicated^ in the mysterious murder of 

Sir Thomas Overbury, but died hefore the great Oyer of 
Though of little note previous to the accession of James Poisoning. 
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of his profitt, and is content for a fewe yeares to laye out his monie to fence aud preserve such plantea 
as he shall sett, and the seed he shall sowe untyll yt growe upe, and retourne him the profitts of his 
labores, when on the eontrarie wee have lietherto suffered the weodes to overgrowe the corne, and sel- 
dome tooke care to preserve the one, or roote out the other untyll meer necessitie inforced yt for pre- 
servation of the whole, w^ brought w 411 hit such consumption of men and treasure that by the tyme 
hyt was reduoed to peace lyttle substance was left and lease care was taken to repeople, and plant yt as 
after such a warre was expedient, when it is probable if the tenth part of the monie consumed in sup- 
pressinge this last Rebellion had byne expended in strentheninge placiea of advantage and plantinge of 
good and honest subjects, that peace and pleyntie would followe, wherby the Kinge might make profitt 
of the kingdome, or att lest be freed from the hazards of future expence w<>h this omission is nowlyke 
to drawe upon us if it be not tymley prevented, for hotherto wee have but driven the noythsome beastes 
out of the forest, and left all wayes and passages open for them to reenter. 

I know not what ayde or supportation the fugetives '' shall receavo from the Spaniard or Archduke, 
but the kinde intartaynement they have receaved compared w ttl the multitude of pentions geven to 
base and discontented men of this nation, makes thorn ther, and their associates and welwishers kcere to 
geve out largly, and all wise and good subiccts to conceavo the worst. I am manie wayes assured that 
Tyronne and lyrconell wyll retowrne if they live, albeyt they should have no other assistance, nor 
supportation then a quantitie of monie, arms, and munition, w t!l w°h they will be sufficiently inhablod 
to kindle such a fier heer (wher so many hartcs, and actors affect and attend alteration) as wyll take 
upe much tyme wth expence of men and treasure to quench yt, I knowe your lop. in your wisdome 
doth forsee their myndes, and their meanes, and wyll have euro to prevent the harme that is 
threatnod, the best advise that I can geve is to staye them from rotorningo unto us, and the next to 
that is to inhable us here w tu monie to secure the princypale townes, and to intartayno in his Maties 
pay such of this nation as wyll bo of tho one syd, or other upon the first occasion that shall present 
yt selfe. I have hertofore written to this effoct, but can not remember it to oftou it boinge a matter 
of great Consequence for preservation of the whole, for boingo assured of tho townes, and princypale 
harbors wee shall in tyme gctt moro forces to assist us, if woo bo to weak at their first arrivalo, and 
upon the revolt of the countrie (w°h is greatly doubted) and shall be able to wcaria and beate our ad- 
versaries in tyme Iwwe manie soever and by intartayninya Oio old soldiarcs, and others apt to serve of 
this nation "before hande we shall greatly loealeen Hie eontrairie part who expect their assistance, * Your 
lop's noble acceptance of my former letters imboldens mo to impart my myndo playnly and in so largo 
a discourse for w c h I beseech your lop. to excuse me. 

And now I humbly pray your lop. to geve me leave, (for that Oharitio beginnos wth hyrsolfe) to 
put your lop. in minde of my perticularo. It hath pleased you hertofore, to enter into consideration 

*> Alluding to the Earls of Tyrone and Tyroonnel, who c All tho words in italics are underlined in the origi- 
fled from Ireland on the festival of tho Holy Cross (four- nal. 
teenth of September) 1607. 
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of my estate, and to how meane a fortune I shoulde be left when this great place, (w 1 *- is but tempo- 
raries is transferred to an other, if I be not enhabled by some entartaynement, and honorable im- 
ployment in his Maties service. It pleased you at that tyme to recommend me for the Presidencie of 
Mounster amonge other your gratious remembraneies, that place is now wourthily bestowed upon a 
noble gentleman. I then made bolde to acquant your lop. wth- my desire for the Precidencie of Ul- 
ster, (if anie such goverment were erected J w^ I did more for the service I might ther do his Matfe 
by reason of my knowledge and experience in the province, then for the profitt I expected ; the Earle's 
flyght, a (who indevored to oppose all good goverment and reformation in those parts) hath since that 
tyme left the passage open for the settlement therof, and'I well understande both from your lop. and 
my 1. of Salisburie that the same is intended unto me, for woh your honorable favours I am much boun- 
den. It can not be otherwise thought but this newe goverment wyll bringe w*h hyt some increase of 
charge, as well in respect of the preparation that must be made to lodge the president and state in 
convenient manner, and in safetie ; as for the intartaynement that must be geven to the president 
and other officers aeeordinge to the forme of Mounster. But I conceave this and a greater wylbe 
rayzed out of the landes and perguisetts of that provence over and above that yi<& is att this tyme re- 
ferred to his Ma*Je, and to make it so I wyll not omitt tyme nor opurtunitie. I will cause the next 
Easter Kents of the fugetivcs' landes to be collected, and if I maye therin reeeave allowance the 
same shalbe imployed towardes the buyldinge and forteflenge of some convenient place for the presi- 
dent to loge in either att Dungannon or Armagh, of w ' 1 Armagh is the more commodious, but Dun- 
gannon the more convenient, in respect of the name and opinion lieelde of hit by the people of that coun- 
t-He. I have written to this effect to my 1. of Salisburie, to whom and your lop. I do wholly ad- 
dresse myselfe both for supportatiou and directions. If the settlement of a President be thought dis- 
advantagious, or disproptable for his Mattes service by those that knoWe more or looke further into the 
forme of governement then myselfe, I must, out of my zeale to the reformation of that countrie, and 
good of the Hinge's service, humbly praye that certayn well cliosen men be made governors or svperin- 
tendants over the severaU shyres, and I shall rest satisfied wfo anie imployment his Mat™ shalbe pleased 
to bestowe upon me. ' 

i The circumstances which led to the flight of the North- Would that God had but permitted them to remain in 

ern Earls, ana the subsequent confiscation of their es- their patrimonial inheritances until theirchildrenshould 

tates, are shrouded in the dim obscurity ever attendant arrive at manhood ! Woe to the heart that meditated, 

on the conflicting statements of religions animosity. It woe to the mind that conceived, woe to the council that 

is clear, however, that whether the Earls were guilty of recommended the project of this expedition, without 

plotting against the King or not, the King and his rapa- knowing whether they should, to the end of their lives, 

cious counsellors were exceedingly anxious to seize the be able to return to their native principalities or patri- 

wido possessions of the Earls in Ulster. The Annate of monies !"— They ultimately died at Home, and were bu- 

the Four Masters, as translated by O'Donovan, after re- ried in one grave, on 

oording the embarkation of Tyrone and Tyrconnell with " The Mount whereon the Martyr-saint was crucified." 

their families and friends at Hwilly, says: — "this was a « Lloyd in his State Worthies, London, 1670, speaking 

distinguished company ; and it is certain that the sea of Sir Arthur, say_s : — " he was high in his proposal be- 

has not borne and the wind has not wafted in modern yond the expectation of his own. The devil brought the 

times a number of persons in one ship more eminent, il- bashful man to court, where none succeeds but he who 

lnstrious, or noble, in point of genealogy, heroic deeds, can ask enough to be granted and enough to be abated." 
valour, featB of arms, and brave achievements, than they. 

a 
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Sr Olever Lambeart tells me your lop. is desirous to place a geiitlemanun to whom you wysh well 
in some iniployment in this kingdome. I am hartely sorrie I had not understood yt sooner before 
these last companies were devided, when I shoulde have taken the opurtuuity to do somethinge to 
youv lop's lykinge, seeinge this tyrue is lett slype not understandinge your lop's desire that waye, miiye 
it please you to make me knowe the partie, I wyll take hoold of the first opportunitie to perfomie the 
same, 

I humbly pray your lop. to escusse my longe letters, and so, with remembrance of my deutie, 

I remayne your lop. in all treue and faithfull service. 

AETHUE CHICHESTER. 

Att his Mattes Castle of Dublyn, the 7th. of Februarie, 1607/ 
Albeyt I write of the Presidencie of Ulster, it may please your lop. to undcrstande that I ex- 
pect no settlement therin untyll some other be assigned to the place Inowholde, or as your lop. shall 
thinke best for his Maties service. 

[The superscription on the back of the letter in Sir Arthur's writing, is : — ] 

" To the Eight Honorable my verie good lorde, the Barle of Northampton, one of his Mat™ most 
honorable privie Oouncell." 

[The seal is in excellent preservation, has been evidently impressed by a signet ring, and represents 
on a shield the chequy and chief vair of Chichester ; the first and fourth quarterings of the present 
arms of the Donegall family.] 

W. P. 



f It may be necessary to observe for the benefit of the Tho historical year, however, has, for a very Ions perio d 

non-archoeological reader — who will probably be sur- commenced, as the year of oar present reformed oalen- 

prised to find Sir Arthur, apparently, writing of the dar, on the first of January; consequently, historically; 

Earl's flight some months before it took place — that, from and according to the modern computation, tho date of 

the fourteenth century till 17(53, the civil, legal, and the above letter is 1608. 
ecclesiastical year commenced on tho 25th of March. 



